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1. Introduction 

Land ownership is one of the most valuable investments in Tanzania. Whether you are a 

citizen or a foreign investor, understanding the land surveying and titling process is crucial 

for protecting your rights and avoiding disputes. This guide provides a detailed, step-by-step 

overview of how land surveying and titling work in Tanzania, the legal framework, costs, 

timelines, and expert tips from Danvastproperty.com. 

 

2. Why Land Surveying & Titling Matters 

 Proof of Ownership – A title deed is the legal evidence of your land rights. 

 Secure Investment – Prevents fraud, double selling, and illegal encroachments. 

 Bank Financing – Lenders require a valid title deed for property-based loans. 

 Property Development – Approvals for building plans require registered titles. 

 Inheritance & Resale – Smooth transfer of ownership. 

 

3. The Legal Framework 

Land administration in Tanzania is guided by: 

 The Land Act, 1999 

 The Village Land Act, 1999 

 The Land Registration Act 

 Urban Planning Act, 2007 
 Survey Ordinance (Cap. 324) 

The Ministry of Lands, Housing and Human Settlements Development oversees all 

surveying and titling matters. 

 

4. Step-by-Step Land Surveying Process 

Step 1: Engage a Registered Land Surveyor 
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Only government or registered private surveyors licensed by the Ministry of Lands are 

authorized to conduct surveys. Danvastproperty.com works with licensed surveyors across 

Tanzania. 

Step 2: Obtain Survey Instructions 

Request survey instructions from the Ministry or relevant local authority. This includes 

preliminary approval to survey your plot. 

Step 3: Conduct the Physical Survey 

The surveyor will: 

 Visit the site 

 Mark boundaries with beacons 

 Take GPS coordinates and measurements 

 Prepare a cadastral map 

Step 4: Submit Survey Plan for Approval 

The surveyor submits the plan to the Director of Surveys and Mapping for verification and 

approval. 

 

5. Titling Process in Tanzania 

Once your land is surveyed and approved, follow these steps: 

1. Application for Title – Submit forms with your survey plan, ID, and supporting 

documents. 

2. Land Rent Assessment – Government assesses annual land rent. 

3. Preparation of the Certificate of Title – Ministry drafts the title deed. 

4. Registration at the Land Registry – The title is recorded under your name. 

Timeframe: Typically 3–12 months, depending on location and documentation 

completeness. 

 

6. Costs Involved 

Service Estimated Cost (TZS) Notes 

Survey Fee 500,000 – 2,000,000 Varies by plot size & location 

Land Rent From 10,000 per year Based on land category 

Title Registration Fee 50,000 – 200,000 One-time 

Stamp Duty 1% of property value Payable to TRA 
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7. Tips for Smooth Process 

 Always use licensed surveyors and verify credentials. 

 Keep all receipts and approvals safely. 

 Avoid verbal land agreements — insist on written contracts. 

 Use a professional like Danvastproperty.com for full process management. 

 

8. How Danvast Can Help 

Danvast Land and Property offers: 

 Land Surveying Services 

 Title Deed Processing 

 Property Valuation 

 Real Estate Investment Advisory 

We work with private clients, NGOs, companies, and foreign investors to ensure secure and 

legally compliant land ownership in Tanzania. 

 

9. Conclusion 

Getting your land surveyed and titled is not just a legal formality — it is a security measure 

for your investment. With professional help from trusted experts like Danvastproperty.com, 

the process can be faster, smoother, and stress-free. 

 

✅ For assistance with land surveying and titling in Tanzania, visit: 

https://danvastproperty.com 
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